Achieving Excellence Together
Grade 8-12 Independent High School

Welcome to Alexander Academy
Centrally located in downtown Vancouver, Alexander Academy is a private secondary school approved to offer the
BC Ministry of Education curriculum in a culturally rich and academically challenging environment for students in
Grades 8 – 12.
Founded in 2013, Alexander Academy is a private, academic, and co-educational day school with small class sizes.
Alexander Academy is committed to internationalism and fostering a sense of global citizenship as well as creating a
safe and rich learning environment for all students.

Why Choose Alexander Academy?
• Small class sizes for personalized learning tailored to meet the needs and aspirations of each student
• Leadership, global citizenship, and service-learning
• Learning made relevant through out-of-classroom experiences
• State-of-the-art technology integrated into the curriculum
• BC Certified, highly qualified, subject-specialist teachers
• High expectations and rigorous academics

Our Mission
Alexander Academy aspires to provide a safe, caring, and nurturing
environment for young people where they can receive an excellent high school
education. This includes the opportunity to thrive intellectually, emotionally,
socially, and physically in a student-centered and supportive environment.

Message from the Head of School
At Alexander Academy, our lively classrooms
celebrate the joy of learning and foster the quest
for excellence and exploration. The first thing you
will notice when you arrive at Alexander Academy
is that the excitement is tangible: you will feel
the energy and sense the vibrancy as soon as you enter our
school. You will grasp the wonder of discovery in the classrooms
as each student and faculty member engage in authentic critical
thinking and learning. Our small classes provide the opportunity
to challenge students to express themselves in an environment
where teachers are a vital part of each student’s daily experience.

We are a professional learning community following a holistic
approach to education. We educate the whole person:
academically, artistically, physically and socially as we put the
student and their strengths and interests first. No two students
or journeys are alike and we will go out of our way to find and
nurture each student’ unique abilities. Ultimately, it is our goal
is to shape 21st century leaders who have the courage to take
intellectual risks as they work effectively with others. Our aim
is that every student should leave Alexander Academy happy,
fulfilled and prepared for the next stage of their life.

Board of Governors
Barbara Moon, (Chairperson) BSc (Hons),
PhD (SFU), former Professor and Head of
the Department of Biology at the University
of the Fraser Valley.

Linda Spruston, BEd (UBC), MA (UBC),
Former Burnaby Administrator.

Hugh Johnston, PhD (King’s College,
University of London) Professor
Emeritus, Department of History, SFU.

Patrick Zhao, MSc,
Vice-President Operations,
Alexander College.

Our Approach
Technology Enhanced Learning

Personalized Learning

Out-of-Classroom Learning

Alexander Academy embraces technology
as a fundamental tool for enhancing
learning in the 21st century. We provide
access to the latest technological tools
and digital learning resources. Classrooms
are equipped with state-of-the-art
audiovisual equipment including iPads®
and Smart Boards®. Students have full
access to our state-of-the-art Mac®
Computer lab.

Alexander Academy is dedicated to
providing educational programs that
inspire students to follow independent
paths to success. We recognize that each
student has their own academic goals,
learning style, passion, and talent. Our
teachers are committed to ensuring
that students have the opportunity to
challenge themselves academically,
enabling them to reach their personal
level of academic excellence.

Alexander Academy recognizes that
students thrive in an environment that
has relevance and context to their
learning. Through authentic, out-ofclassroom learning experiences,
students are inspired and obtain indepth knowledge of the curricular
subjects they are studying through
active and engaged learning, inquiry,
real-world exploration, and challenges.

Small Class Sizes
Our smaller class sizes promote
personalized attention, higher academic
achievement, and an environment that
supports the well-being of each student.

Our Programs
BC Dogwood Graduation Program
Students at the Academy will complete the BC Dogwood
Graduation Program. The BC Certificate of Graduation or
“Dogwood Diploma” is awarded to students who successfully
complete the provincial graduation requirements. In order
to graduate, students must pass specific courses. Overall,
each student must acquire 80 credits from a combination
of required courses, elective courses, and the Graduation
Transitions program.

English Language
Development Program
(ELDP)
To support our diverse community,
Alexander Academy provides a
comprehensive English Language
Development program (ELDP). The ELD
program allows our international
students to advance their English
language skills within our preparatory
program offerings. Our inclusive and
comprehensive language development
programs support the acquisition of
English for students whose first language
is not English.

Instructional support for English Language
Development is provided for English
language learners to increase their
English language competency, providing
them with the skills required to integrate
successfully into the standard academic
English program required for BC high
school graduation, and preparing them
for entrance to universities and colleges.

This individualized support is offered
through supplementary courses and/
or small group tutoring. Support is also
provided within the regular classroom
setting through differentiated
instructional methods.
The ELD program is designed to
support both social adaptation and
academic success.

Flexible Scheduling
High Performance Program (HPP)

Concurrent Studies Program (CSP)

Alexander Academy’s High Performance Program (HPP)
provides a well-balanced learning experience within a halfday program while still attending to students’ academic goals
and elite high performance pursuits. The High Performance
Program offers students the opportunity to complete
academic requirements for secondary school graduation and
post-secondary entrance, without compromising their high
performance pursuits.

At Alexander Academy our students are at the center of the
learning process, and become members of our extended
educational community through a unique Concurrent Studies
Program (CSP). Senior students with superior academic
standing may expand their educational portfolio by enrolling
at Alexander College as concurrent studies students, allowing
them to complete university transfer courses while still
attending the Academy. Our concurrent studies agreement
provides eligible students of the Academy with a tuition fee
waiver at Alexander College.

High performance activities may include: sport, music,
dance, etc.

Student Life
Outdoor Education and
Experiential Learning

Health and Wellness Program

Our experiential outdoor education program is an integral piece
of the curriculum at Alexander Academy. Our primary goal is
to provide all students with physically, emotionally and socially
exciting outdoor experiences. Through this program students are
encouraged to develop practical outdoor survival skills as well as
positive values such as; respect for nature, personal responsibility,
self-confidence, team building and leadership.
Throughout the year, students participate in several outdoor
activities and excursions such as snowshoeing, cross-country
or downhill skiing or snowboarding in the local mountains. The
school year ends with multi-day individual class trips, which
include a core range of experiences each year.

At Alexander Academy, our Health and Wellness program
emphasizes a commitment to lifelong health and wellness.
Our facilities include a new, state-of-the-art Health and Fitness
Centre. Students will learn the skills and techniques applicable to
various sports, emphasizing personal achievement and natural
athleticism. Our unique downtown location allows access to
a variety of facilities that provide opportunities for our students
to participate in activities such as fencing, bouldering, kayaking,
and more.
Students will benefit from both our community and
on-site resources aimed at promoting their holistic
growth and wellness.

Servant Leadership and Community Service
Servant leadership suggests that to serve is to lead. At Alexander
Academy our students are encouraged to serve a cause which
they believe in, and in doing so, others will follow.
‘Service to Others’ is one of the highest ideals of our school. Our
Leadership and Service Program allows students to recognize
they have some responsibility to help others. We aim to foster a
love of service in each student. By graduation, students will have
developed and implemented individual leadership initiatives in the
school and community.

Fine and Performing Arts
MEDIA AND VISUAL ARTS

PERFORMING ARTS

The Media and Visual Arts program
at Alexander Academy is a hands-on
program with state-of-the-art equipment
and facilities. Students will work with
image and sound, using both traditional
and emergent media forms to develop
techniques of media art production, such
as storyboarding, image development,
and editing, encouraging their ability to
express their creative ideas in new and
innovative ways. In addition, students
will also have the opportunity to explore
the visual and fine arts in various forms,
including painting, drawing, photography,
and design. Both the facilities and the
urban canvas of the City of Vancouver
are utilized to enrich each student’s
learning experience.

At Alexander Academy, students will
acquire basic fine arts skills and develop
a foundation to nurture and inspire their
own artistic talents. Drama offers students
opportunities to develop diverse dramatic
skills and to gain a deeper understanding
of themselves and the world. The drama
program offers students the opportunity
to explore a variety of dramatic forms and
general techniques and learn how these
pertain to acting for film and television.
In Film and Television, students learn
how artistic components affect meaning
in film and television works, and how to
manipulate these components to achieve
specific purposes or effects by learning
filming and editing techniques.
All students have the opportunity to

participate in the school play either on
stage or behind the scenes. Through
out-of-classroom learning, students are
given the opportunity to experience live
theatre, dance, and musical performances
at venues such as the Arts Club Theatre,
Scotiabank Theatre, Dance Theatre, Bard
on the Beach, and others.

Teacher Advisor Program
Students are assigned to a faculty member who is their
Teacher Advisor. Students meet weekly with their Teacher
Advisor to participate in developmental guidance activities
within a supportive setting.

The aims of the Teacher Advisor are:
• to support and guide the student in both academic
and social matters;
• to act as an advocate for the student;
• to communicate positive and/or negative trends in
academic and/or social behavior and offer support or
refer the student to other resources as necessary.

School Clubs and Activities
Students are encouraged to participate in co-curricular clubs
to try new activities and learn new skills in a fun and engaging
way. Alexander Academy offers a variety of co-curricular
activities during lunch hours, and after school. Students are
encouraged to participate in activities and clubs and to initiate
suggestions that they would like to see at the Academy.

Alexander College
Concurrent Studies Program

Admissions
Alexander Academy provides admission to qualified students from around the world. Domestic and international
applications will be assessed in accordance with the British Columbia Ministry of Education guidelines.
New students are encouraged to apply by February 1st, however applications are considered on an ongoing basis.
Successful applicants will receive an Offer of Admission within two weeks of receiving all documentation.

Admissions Requirements and Enrolment Criteria
Acceptance to Alexander Academy is based upon the following criteria:
• Previous academic history
• Demonstrated ability to study in the English language
• The appropriate age: at least 12 to enter grade 8, 13 to enter grade 9, 14 to enter grade 10, 15 to enter
grade 11, and 16 to enter grade 12
Grade placement is based on student age (as of December 31st)
Grade

8

9

10

11

12

Minimum Age

12

13

14

15

16

How to Apply
Step 1: Gather the required application documents
Application package
Application form signed by the parent or guardian
Application fee of $200 CDN (non-refundable)
Academic transcripts from both the current and previous school year
* If the academic transcripts are not in English, they must be accompanied by a notarized English translation.
Copy of passport photo page or Canadian Birth Certificate
Additional Documents (these items may be submitted with your application or upon arrival)
Copy of study authorization (Citizenship, Permanent Resident Status, or Study Permit)
Copy of medical insurance (Medical Services Plan or private insurance)
Copy of notarized Custodianship Declaration form, if applicable
* Alexander Academy allows for the Admissions process to be completed based on unofficial photocopied academic
documentation. Applications are not considered complete, however, until all official copies of necessary supporting
documentation have been provided.
Step 2: Submit your application in person or send your application as follows:
By email: admissions@alexanderacademy.ca
By mail: 200-688 West Hastings St., Vancouver, BC, V6B 1P1
Step 3: Successful applicants will receive an Offer of Admission within two weeks. This letter will confirm the status of
the application and provide further instructions related to payment.
Step 4: Submit fees as indicated on Offer of Admission
* Students will receive an official Letter of Acceptance. International students will use the Letter of Acceptance to apply
for a study permit.
Step 5: Course Selection – make an appointment to complete course selection process. All students whose first language is
not English are required to undergo an English language assessment prior to the course selection process.

International Students
Alexander Academy accepts applications directly from interested families, and also works with recruitment agents
to ensure successful placements into our program.

Assessment and School Placement
Upon arrival, the assessment(s) will be performed by a designated faculty member. Placement of students is
subject to school assessment. Students with low English proficiency will be placed in a combination program of
English Language Development support with appropriate academic courses.

Homestay
Alexander Academy works with reputable homestay agencies in Vancouver to provide both custodianship and
homestay arrangements. Students not living with family in Vancouver are required to be placed by an Academy
approved agency.

Custodianship
Parents and legal guardians who will not live with their child in Canada are required to appoint a custodian 25
years of age or older, in the Vancouver area, who will take responsibility for their child and will ensure that his or
her accommodation and other living necessities such as food, clothing, and transportation are provided. Students
must live with a responsible adult who is their custodian or their homestay parent. The Custodianship Declaration
Form is available on the Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) website, www.cic.gc.ca

Study Permits
International students studying in Canada in a program lasting for more than 6 months (BC Graduation Program)
must have a Study Permit. For more information, please visit the CIC website.

Medical Insurance
International students are required to have valid medical insurance while studying at Alexander Academy. The
recommended provider of medical insurance is BC provincial healthcare, Medical Services Plan (MSP). After 3
months of residency in British Columbia, international students are eligible for a Care Card under BC’s Medical
Services Plan. Alternately, parents may choose private medical insurance. The recommended provider of private
medical insurance is Guard.Me. Visit Alexander Academy’s webpage at https://www.guard.me/alexanderacademy
for full information.

Tuition and Fees
Tuition Fee
Tuition is an annual fee for the Academic and English Language Development program running from September to June.

Application Fee
The one-time application fee is $200 and must be submitted with the application package.

Activity Fee
This annual fee of $700 covers textbooks, non-reusable books, school supplies, yearbook, workshops, most field trips
and activities.

Uniforms
The uniform cost is approximately $500 - $600 and can be ordered online at www.inschoolwear.com. The uniform
can also be purchased at the Academy but is subject to an administrative fee of 15% plus applicable taxes.

Outdoor Education & Overnight Trips
Additional fees will be charged for any outdoor education or overnight trips. Fees will be charged on an at-cost
basis to families.

Student and Parent Testimonials
“I appreciate that Alexander Academy has given me the confidence to continue
learning Physics. After finishing Physics 11, I decided, “no more physics in my life.”
I was completely suffering the whole time as I learned physics 11. However, when I
came to Alexander and decided to give physics another try, I realized that I can do
well in physics! The teachers here are just amazing. ”
– Tina, Grade 12 Student
“Our son is a high achiever academically, but also athletically. We needed to find a
school that would nurture his strengths and challenge his weaknesses and have an
“In this school I really like the teachers at
Alexander Academy because you always can
talk to them, joke with them and they always
have time for you. I also like that there are
so many students who will also help when
you need it.”
– Igor, Grade 11 Student

understanding for the needs of our son in his athletic program.”

– Parent

“A life-changing experience. We feel no less than this when we see the changes in
our son. From improved grades to a positive outlook, self-esteem and confidence.
At Alexander Academy our son is flourishing and is happy. The teachers are also
wonderful and very dedicated and we feel fortunate to have found this school.”
							– Parent
“As parents we have really appreciated the personal service offered by all the staff at
Alexander Academy and the commitment they have to our son’s education and his
specific educational needs. No two students are the same and the school recognizes
this and strives to accommodate individual learning requirements in a way larger
schools cannot.”

– Parent

Transportation routes to our downtown campus

Contact Information
#200-688 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, BC, V6B 1P1, Canada
Telephone: 604.687.8832
Email: admissions@alexanderacademy.ca
www.alexanderacademy.ca

Achieving Excellence Together
AlexanderAcademy.ca • 604-687-8832

688 West Hastings Street, Suite 200, Vancouver, BC, V6B 1P1, Canada

